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A Message from the President of the Library Board of Trustees 

2020 brought forth unimaginable challenges to our community and fundamentally changed the way our 
Library functions. Thanks to the generosity of our donors, volunteers, and the dedication of our peerless 
staff, the Port Washington Public Library has adapted and evolved in new and transformative ways. We 
acknowledge the substantial contributions of our Friends of the Library and the Library Foundation which 
manifest themselves throughout the year. But our greatest debt of gratitude is owed to our taxpayers, 
ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

As the Library Board of Trustees presents its proposed 2021 fiscal budget to the public with a 0% tax levy 
increase, we want to express our appreciation for all of these constituents τ taxpayers, donors, 
volunteers, and staff τ whose collective contributions enabled us to deliver on our mission through this 
unique and unprecedented time in history. 

Here are just a few of the significant highlights from this past year:  

¶ In working to bridge the digital divide, we began offering loanable laptops, Chromebooks, mobile

Wi-Fi hotspots, and other devices to request and take home. Our public Wi-Fi was also recently

extended throughout our parking lot so everyone can safely access broadband outside as well as

in.

¶ ²Ŝ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ /ǳǊōǎƛŘŜ ΨDǊŀō ŀƴŘ DƻΩ tƛŎƪǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-opened our building with safety precautions

in place. Home delivery of materials restarted and expanded to ensure our most vulnerable

community members continue to maintain access to Library materials.

¶ Safe, modified events and initiatives included outdoor musical performances, crafts to go,

contactless VHS to DVD conversion, one-on-one tech help, virtual notary service, and a family

friendly outdoor Halloween scavenger hunt.

¶ [ƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ŀƭōŜƛǘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅǘƛƳŜΣ ǿƻǊƭŘ-class

lectures, book discussions, and much more migrated to an online Zoom platform.

¶ New digital resources were made available and expanded with over 770 sessions of Tutor.com:

live homework help & career assistance (supported by FOL), 15,000 total video views and 224

certificates of completion for Lynda.com LinkedIn Learning online video training courses, and

more than 64,000 online checkouts ŦǊƻƳ [ƛōōȅΥ Ŝ.ƻƻƪǎ ϧ ŀǳŘƛƻōƻƻƪǎΦ

¶ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜ sent out a survey that received over 400 responses, giving us much needed

feedback that we incorporated into our building re-opening and our new, upcoming Strategic

Plan.

The proposed 2021 budget does not include any tax levy increase. We believe this budget reflects the 
importance of life-long learning and enjoyment for the Port Washington community as a priority while 

also demonstrating fiscal responsibility and empathy.  

Please come out to vote on Tuesday, April 13. We appreciate your patronage and your input and look 
forward to continuing to enhance the lives of our families, friends, and the Port Washington 

community 

Kind Regards, 

Patricia Bridges 
President, PWPL Board of Trustees 
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